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GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

 
BelCCI – Belarusian Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

BR – base rate, amount equal to 27 Belarusian rubles, which 
is approximately $11 (as of May 2020) 

Council of Ministers – Council of Ministers of the Republic 
of Belarus 

EAEU – Eurasian Economic Union 

Edeclaration – electronic declaration software 

FEZ – free economic zone 

IE – individual entrepreneur 

Indv – individual 

LE – legal entity 

MoART – Ministry of Antimonopoly Regulation and Trade of 
the Republic of Belarus 

MoE – Ministry of Education of the Republic of Belarus 

MoH – Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus 

MoIA – Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of Belarus 

MoT – Ministry of Transport of the Republic of Belarus 

MoTD – Ministry of Taxes and Duties of the Republic of 
Belarus 

National Bank – National Bank of the Republic of Belarus 

Respiratory symptoms – cough, sore throat, shortness of 
breath, increase in body temperature 

SMVI – state motor vehicle inspectorate 

SP&P – Stepanovski, Papakul and Partners Attorneys at Law 

Special List of Types of Activities – special list of types of 
economic activities most vulnerable to adverse impact of the 
epidemiological situation, approved by Decree No. 143 

STS – simplified taxation system

  



 
COVID-19 GUIDE 

4 

INTRODUCTION 

 

According to open sources, the first case of COVID-19 
coronavirus infection in the Republic of Belarus was officially 
confirmed on February 27, 2020. 

Reference: As of May 9, 2020, 22 052 infected persons have been identified. 

The SP&P team has prepared an overview of the restrictions 
imposed, measures taken and activities carried out in the 
Republic of Belarus in connection with COVID-19. 

 

It is intended for informational purposes only. No information 
contained in this overview should be considered as part of the 
relationship between an attorney and a client or as legal 
assistance on a particular issue.  

Client or reader is not obliged to act or refrain from acting on 
the basis of any information in question. SP&P is not liable in 
any way for possible losses or other adverse consequences 
caused by such action or omission. 

 

 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT SP&P 

 

SP&P is the largest national team of business lawyers practicing 
in various areas of law.  

Professional experience of the lawyers' team members – from 3 
to 30 years. 

SP&P holds leading positions and is recommended by the 
following ratings: 

 

          

https://chambers.com/law-firm/stepanovski-papakul-and-partners-global-2:2663
https://chambers.com/law-firm/stepanovski-papakul-and-partners-europe-7:2663
https://www.legal500.com/firms/12448/13669
https://www.iflr1000.com/Firm/Stepanovski-Papakul-Partners-Belarus/Profile/3093#rankings
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I.  GENERAL RESTRICTIVE MEASURES  

 

A number of restrictions have been introduced and epidemiological measures are 
taken in Belarus to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

Introduction of “self-isolation” regime 

“Self-isolation” is a system of measures that ensure the isolation (at home or 
elsewhere) of persons who: 

 have come from epidemically disadvantaged countries;  

 have had, or may have had, contact with persons with infectious 
diseases, and (or) persons who are carriers of pathogens of such infectious 
diseases, and (or) persons who are recovering from undergone infectious 
diseases (i.e., persons belonging to level 1 or level 2 contacts (if respiratory 
symptoms are present)); 

 have infected with COVID-191. 

Term of restrictions 

 for all persons except level 2 contacts – 14 days;  

 for level 2 contacts – for the period of respiratory symptoms.  

Restrictions for persons subject to self-isolation 

 it is prohibited to pass through the State border of the Republic of 
Belarus; 
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 it is prohibited to leave places of residence (stay), including to visit 
places of work (study), trade and public catering facilities, sports, exhibition and 
concert halls, cinemas, stations and other places of mass stay of people, except 
in the following cases of extreme necessity: 

 visiting the nearest grocery or pharmacy to purchase the necessary 
goods; 

 removal of household waste to the nearest waste collection point; 

 it is prohibited to contact with other people. 

Requirements for persons subject to self-isolation 

 it is mandatory to use a mask when leaving the residential premises; 

 in case of health deterioration (increase in body temperature up to 
37°C and higher, coughing, shortness of breath) it is necessary to contact an 
ambulance (it is possible to send an SMS-message), informing about self-
isolation; 

 employer must be notified of the reason for absence from work; 

 it is required to exclude the use of services involving contact with other 
persons, except when such services are necessary to ensure life safety. 

Control of the self-isolation regime compliance 

State authorities and organizations visit persons who have arrived from abroad 
at their place of residence and (or) place of stay without entering the residential 
premises and direct contact, and interrogate them orally to collect the 
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information necessary for conducting an epidemiological investigation. In case 
of absence of the arrived person at the place of residence and (or) place of stay, 
as well as in case of other violation of the self-isolation rules2: 

 state authorities take measures to establish person’s location and the 
reasons for non-compliance with self-isolation; 

 consideration is being given to the possibility of applying special 
measures to provide medical care, namely: 

 forced medical examination – to a person with respect to whom 
there are sufficient grounds to believe that he/she has a socially 
dangerous disease; 

 forced hospitalization and treatment – to a person with a socially 
dangerous disease. 

Responsibility for violation of self-isolation 

Administrative: 

 fine – up to 50 BR, or 

 administrative arrest3. 

Criminal: 

 up to the deprivation of liberty4. 
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Movement restrictions 

Movement restrictions are set: 

 for most drivers who perform transit transport of goods through the 
territory of the Republic of Belarus:  

 travel is allowed only on certain roads5; 

 there is an obligation to leave the territory of Belarus by the 
shortest route no later than the day following the day of entry into the 
territory of Belarus; 

 during the stop (parking), it is forbidden to leave the territory of 
the stop (parking) points provided for rest and food for drivers. 

 for persons subject to self-isolation (see Restrictions for persons 
subject to self-isolation). 

 Local restrictions 

Restrictive measures have been taken by local executive authorities by approving 
Plans for additional measures to prevent and reduce the spread of acute 
respiratory infections, including those caused by COVID-19 (antiviral plans). 

In particular, Minsk approved such an antiviral plan, which provides for the 
following prescriptions6: 

 Take measures to prevent employees from working with signs of 
respiratory infections. 
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 Ensure that employees who have direct contact with visitors use 
respiratory protection (masks), gloves, and hand sanitizers. 

 For managers of hotel business, trade, public catering, social services, 
postal services organizations, as well as city life support services and other 
organizations rendering services to the population, organize daily thermometry 
of employees before the work beginning with recording the results in the journal 
and their suspension from work in case of temperature increase. 

 In the premises where employees are staying, ensure: 

 wet cleaning with detergents and disinfectants; 

 efficient operation of ventilation and air conditioning systems with 
observance of microclimate parameters in the premises; 

 limitation on the number of employees per shift, separation of their 
flows in two (three) shift work patterns with a break of at least 30 
minutes; 

 preventing unauthorized persons from visiting the premises of 
organizations; 

 admission to the organization of services personnel that carry out 
ongoing repairs and / or maintenance of equipment to carry out only 
if the mask regime is observed. 

Similar measures have also been taken in other cities of Belarus. 

The term of the established restrictive measures is not determined yet. 
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Mass events 

They are partially limited on the entire territory of the Republic of Belarus, in 
particular: 

 In educational institutions there is a restriction (depending on the 
intensity of the COVID-19 epidemic process) on sports, cultural and other 
entertainment events (children visiting exhibitions, museums, etc.). 

 There has been introduced a permissive principle for holding other 
mass events. The permit is issued by the authorities after assessing the existence 
of conditions for their holding. 

In the regions, antiviral plans of local executive authorities: 

 prohibit mass events and the operation of reading rooms in libraries, 
museums, exhibition centers, etc.; 

 prohibit cultural and sports events in dormitories; 

 prohibit holding exhibitions, presentations, and fairs; 

 prohibit holding events, group presentations, tastings, promotions, 
etc. in shopping and leisure centers, shopping centers, stores. 

Industry, transport, trade operation 

Obligations have been introduced for industrial enterprises, transport 
organizations, trade and public catering facilities, educational institutions, 
consumer services organizations (municipal facilities, post offices, banks, etc.), 
namely: 



 
COVID-19 GUIDE 

11 

 

 wet cleaning of sanitary and household premises using disinfectants 
on a shift basis; 

 providing personal respiratory protection for employees directly 
involved in servicing the population, as well as actual using respiratory protection 
(masks), gloves and hand sanitizers; 

 ensuring efficient operation of ventilation and air conditioning systems 
with observance of microclimate parameters in the premises; 

 limitation on the number of employees per shift, ensuring shift work; 

 preventing unauthorized persons from visiting the premises of 
organizations; 

 mask regime for the admission of personnel from repair/maintenance 
services; 

 elimination of business trips for employees. 

Social institutions: 

 prohibition on unauthorized persons visits; 

 obligatory wearing a mask. 

Hotels, hostels, motels: 

 accommodation of guests with the maximum distance from each other 
(on different floors, on different sides of the corridor); 

 daily temperature measurement with a non-contact thermometer; 
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 conducting health survey. 

Public catering facilities: 

 it is forbidden to hold custom events in public catering facilities; 

 it is forbidden to smoke hookahs; 

 obligatory technological breaks of at least 60 minutes for current 
disinfection of premises and equipment; 

 obligatory separation of visitors, with table placement to serve visitors 
at a distance of at least 1.5 m from each other; 

 suspension of night clubs and other similar facilities or restriction of 
their activities after 23:00 (except Minsk). 

Cinemas, theatres and other cultural facilities: 

 providing accommodation for visitors at a distance of at least 1.5 m 
from each other. 

Hairdressing, tattoo, beauty, permanent make-up salons: 

 it is allowed to receive visitors only by appointment with at least 5-10 
minute intervals between clients. 

Delivery services: 

 No restrictions have been imposed on delivery services, as well as any 
other restrictive measures that may affect the operation of delivery services. 
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Educational services: 

 MoE has developed an algorithm for organizing the educational 
process using information and communication technologies. 

 Most institutions of higher education have introduced distant learning 
on electronic platforms.  

 MoE is working on the issue of a single platform for general secondary 
education institutions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
COVID-19 GUIDE 

14 

 

 
II. GOVERNMENT REGULATION. TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING 

 
 

Council of Ministers 

The Government of Belarus has allocated from the republican budget funds 
provided for financing expenses related to natural disasters, accidents and 
catastrophes, funds for financing and restoration of expenses for measures to 
prevent the importation and spread of infection caused by COVID-19, in the 
amount of 2.3 million Belarusian rubles, which is about 945 thousand $ (as of 
12.05.2020). 

National Bank 

 Since March 19, 2020, the National Bank has changed interest rates 
for using funds in foreign currency on SWAP transactions. Overnight and SWAP 
overnight loans rates (in national currency) reduced by 0.25 percentage points 
from 10% to 9.75% from 8.0% to 7.75%.  

 Rates for Lombard loans at a fixed rate reduced by 0.25 percentage 
points from 10% to 9.75%  

 Until December 31, 2020, when classifying assets subject to credit risk 
and forming special reserves, banks are granted the right to:  

 not to take into account the criterion of sufficiency of receipts in 
foreign currency from the debtor; 
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 not to recognize a debt restructured, regardless of the number of 
changes made to the relevant agreements based on an assessment of 
the cash flow of the debtor and its ability to fulfill obligations to the 
bank. 

 It was decided to apply additional measures aimed at increasing the 
ability of banks to maintain financial support to the real sector of the economy in 
the face of increased influence of external negative factors for the period until 
December 31, 2020: 

 banks are given the right to apply the value of the conservation 
buffer of capital in the amount of 2.25 percentage points;  

 classify debt on assets subject to credit risk and contingent liabilities 
in foreign currency as secured, insufficiently secured and unsecured 
without taking into account the requirements for covering the amount 
of fees (interest, commissions and other similar fees) due for payment 
within the next 12 months;  

 classify collateral obtained on assets subject to credit risk and 
contingent liabilities in foreign currency as high-quality collateral, 
excluding claims for the coverage of interest (interest, commissions 
and other similar remuneration) due to payment within the next 12 
months, including accrued and payable in the current month;  

  assess the quality and adequacy of collateral obtained as collateral 
for assets subject to credit risk and contingent liabilities in foreign 
currency, without taking into account the requirements for the 
frequency of such an assessment. 
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Government Procurement and Licensing 

 Customer-recipients of budgetary funds and (or) funds of state extra-
budgetary funds are allowed to purchase from a single source of goods (works, 
services) in which the need arose as a result of force majeure circumstances, in 
connection with which the use of other types of public procurement procedures 
that require time is impractical only if there is a causal relationship between the 
subject of public procurement and those goals (prevention, prevention or 
elimination of the consequences of distribution infections caused by COVID-19), 
which the customer expects to reach7. 

 It is possible to change the terms of the public procurement contract 
during its execution in terms of changing the deadline for the fulfillment of 
obligations by the supplier (contractor, contractor) due to the impossibility of their 
fulfillment due to force majeure circumstances. 

 MoART explained that force majeure circumstances, as a rule, do not 
apply: change in exchange rates; decrease in revenue from the sale of goods, 
works, services, including in connection with the suspension of activities; 
reduction in the number of visitors to cafes, restaurants, other catering 
organizations, casinos, hotels, cinemas. 

 The terms for consideration of applications for obtaining a special 
permit (license) for activities related to the production of alcoholic, non-food 
alcohol-containing products, non-food ethyl alcohol and tobacco products, or 
amending such a license, have been reduced. 

 It is allowed to change the price of a public procurement contract in 
certain cases. There is a change in the price of a public procurement contract if 
there is a change in the cost of goods purchased (used in the performance of 
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work, or the provision of services) such as medicines, medical nutrition, medical 
products and spare parts for them, food, as well as raw materials, components, 
used in the production of these goods, if it was impossible to foresee during the 
public procurement procedure when confirming the size of such a change by the 
calculation submitted by om (contractor, executor). 

 The decision to change the price of a public procurement contract is 
possible only by agreement of the parties. 

 It is allowed to change the deadline for fulfillment of obligations under 
a public procurement contract by a supplier (contractor, executor) in certain 
cases8. 

 LEs and Indvs (including IErs) are subject to inclusion in the list of 
suppliers (contractors, performers) who are temporarily not allowed to participate 
in public procurement procedures who refused to conclude public procurement 
contracts if they were selected by the winning bidders, as well as those who have 
not executed or improperly executed public procurement contracts, upon 
termination of the public procurement contract in connection with its non- 

performance or improper performance, the post is not included in the list vendors 
(contractors, contractors), temporarily not allowed to participate in public 
procurement procedures9. 

Taxation 

VAT 

 For large enterprises, the period for offsetting the excess of tax 
deductions over the total amount of calculated VAT has been reduced.  
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 For the reporting periods from April 1 to September 30, 2020, this 
period will be 10 days from the date the tax authority decides to return the 
resulting difference.  

 The list of enterprises to which the specified measure of support will 
apply should be determined by the Council of Ministers10 in the near future. 

 For the remaining payers, the set-off period remains the same.  

Income tax 

Сosts of organizations for the conduct of sanitary-epidemiological, including 
restrictive measures according to the list defined by the MoH11 is now allowed to 
include in non-operating expenses. 

Income tax from Indvs 

 Income in the amount of the cost of personal protective equipment, 
antiseptic medicines and disinfectants, food received in connection with the 
conduct of sanitary-anti-epidemic, including restrictive measures, are not 
recognized as subject to income tax12. 

Declaration 

 Deadline for submitting a tax return (calculation) on income tax for 
2019 was extended. The declaration should be submitted no later than April 30, 
202013. 

Resource payments  

 Local authorities have the right to reduce real estate tax and land tax. 
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Local taxes 

 During the second and third quarters of 2020, local authorities have 
the right to make decisions about reducing real estate tax and land tax, which are 
payable by the deadlines for the said quarters14 for certain categories of payers. 

During the second and third quarters of 2020, local executive committees and 
administrations of the FEZ have the right to make decisions about reducing the 
amount of rent for land to certain categories of tenants, which is payable by the 
deadlines for these quarters. 

 The right to reduce rents extends to land plots located within the 
boundaries of FEZs, special tourist and recreational parks and granted to certain 
categories of residents of these FEZs and parks. 

Exchange differences 

 Payers are entitled to a one-time revision of the selected period for 
reflecting exchange differences in 2020 by amending the accounting policy, which 
will be valid throughout the tax period15. 

 Changes in accounting policies regarding tax accounting for exchange 
differences can be made from 26.04.2020 and should be applied to exchange 
differences arising from 01.01.2020 to 31.12.2020. 

 Commercial organizations have the right to attribute to income 
(expenses) of future periods and write off to income (expenses) on financial 
activities in the manner and terms established by the head of the organization, 
but no later than 31.12.2022, the amount of differences formed from 01.01.2020 
to 31.12.2022 in case of conversion of the value of assets and liabilities  
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denominated in a foreign currency into the official monetary unit of the Republic 
of Belarus.  

Taxation of activities of IEs and Indvs 
 

 IEs – single tax payers who paid a single tax in 2020, can, from the 
beginning of any month, switch to another taxation system: STS or income tax.  

In this case, the conditions of use of such systems must be observed. In particular, 
restrictions on certain types of activities, as well as on the size of the gross 
revenue of IEs, are set at 441,000 Belarusian rubles, which is approximately $ 
180,000 (as of 12.05.2020)16. 

 IEs – single tax payers who temporarily do not carry out 
entrepreneurial activity, can set off or refund the amount of tax17. 

 Indvs – payers of a single tax without registering an Individual 
entrepreneurship and temporarily do not carry out activities, from April 1 to 
December 31, 2020 can set off or refund a single tax18.  

 It was recommended to the local authorities within two to three 
quarters of 2020 to reduce the size of single tax rates by 2 times19. 

Revision of settlement terms (installment / deferral / tax credit) 

 Local authorities, by their decisions, have the right to change the 
deadline for the payment of taxes, fees (duties) (hereinafter - taxes), fully paid 
to local budgets, which are payable from April 1 to September 30, 2020, in the 
form of deferment with subsequent installment plan and tax credit20. 
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 For deferment, installment plan, tax credit can count LEs and IEs, 
whose main type of economic activity is referred to the Special List of Types of 
Activities; as well as for deferment, installment plan, tax credit can be counted by 
lessors (lenders) who transferred to organizations and 

IEs, including tenants (borrowers) that provide household services to the 
population, real estate, when they provide a delay in the order 21. 

  Deferred, installment payments, tax credit are paid monthly from 
October 1 to December 31, 2020 in equal installments. Percentage on the use of 
deferral, installment plan, tax credit is not charged. 

 Debt for energy resources is being recalculated. 

Foreign trade operations 

 The terms were extended for 100 calendar days: 

 the deadlines for the completion of foreign trade operations 
established by currency legislation, as well as established in the 
coordination of the corresponding higher state body, regional 
executive committee or Minsk city executive committee, the 
subordinate (composition) of which is resident (for organizations 
without departmental subordination and IEs - regional executive 
committee or Minsk city executive committee), in relation to foreign 
trade agreements, the deadlines for the completion of foreign trade 
operations on which expire from April 1 I until June 30, 2020, without 
a resident's application for an extension of the term for completing a 
foreign trade transaction sent to the National Bank (its main 
departments in the regions); 
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 the deadlines for completing foreign trade operations established 
in the permits of the National Bank (its main departments in the 
regions) to extend the deadline for completing a foreign trade 
operation and falling on the period from April 1 to June 30, 2020, 
without a resident's application for extending the deadline for 
completing a foreign trade operation sent to National Bank (its main 
departments by region); 

 the validity period of the permits issued by the National Bank to the 
subjects of foreign currency transactions - residents for opening an 
account with a non-resident bank, whose validity period expires from 
April 1 to June 30, 2020, provided that the established regimes of 
accounts and the conditions of permissions to open an account with 
the bank are maintained - non-resident. 
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III. EMPLOYMENT 

 

“Quarantine measures” 

 Employees with signs of respiratory infection are not allowed to work 
at all organizations. 

 Business trips are restricted. 

 Employee under self-isolation is obligated to inform Employer about 
reasons for absence. 

Guarantees and payments for all employees: 

 Sick list is issued to employees with COVID-19 infection as well as 
those who belong to first and second level contacts or provide care to such 
persons under age of 1022.  

 Sick list allowance in the amount of 50% of the generally established 
is designated in case of violation of the requirements on self-isolation. 

 Other employees under self-isolation are not eligible for sick list. They 
are granted with annual leaves or social leaves if distance work is not possible.  

Guarantees and payments for seconded employees: 

  Business trip period is extended till arriving back to Belarus 
(inclusive); 

 Traveling expenses are reimbursed for all the period; 
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 Employee reserves a place of employment; 

 Salary is reserved in the amount not less than 2/3 of the established 
salary level (unless otherwise stipulated by internal corporate regulation of 
Employer). Exception: salary is reserved in full amount (not less than average 
amount) if Employee fulfills additional work task during extension period of 
business trip. 

Employees who returned from business trips shall: 

 stay under self-isolation within 14 days period; 

 be eligible to reserve salary in the amount not less than 2/3 of the 
established salary level (unless otherwise stipulated by internal corporate 
regulation of Employer) in case Employee is not able to perform work under 
employment contract23. 

Significant changes in work conditions 

 Employer is granted a right to change significant work conditions of 
Employee except decreasing salary due to grounded reasons of adverse impact 
of epidemiological situation on Employer’s activities. Employer is obliged to notify 
Employee in writing about significant changes in work conditions at least 1 day in 
advanced. Previously such period was 7 days in advanced.  

 Employer is granted a right to temporarily transfer Employee, 
including into different organizational unit, to different Employee due to operation 
need caused by adverse impact of epidemiological situation on Employer’s 
activities. Employer is also granted a right to substitute an absent Employee 
without consent of Employee for a period of up to 3 months. Previously such 
period was up to 1 months24. 
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IV. LIMITATIONS OF ACTIVITIES OF LE  
(INCLUDING TRADE AND PUBLIC CATERING) 

General restrictions 

 In Belarus, a ban on the work of LEs including retail and catering was 
not established. Shopping centers and business centers remain open. 

 Separate restrictions and requirements for LEs are established 
(carrying out daily shifts for wet cleaning of sanitary facilities with the use of 
disinfectants, provision of personal protective equipment for respiratory organs of 
workers directly engaged in public services).  

Government support measures in the field of real estate 

 Support in the field of real estate is provided as part of measures to 
support the economy25. 

 The right to defer payment of rent by September 30, 2020, as well as 
a moratorium on changes in the amount of rent is provided to Tenants of state-
owned real estate.  

Lease payment delay 

The right to defer payment of rents is granted in the case of renting state property 
and only to those tenants whose activities are recognized by the state as the most 
exposed to the epidemiological situation. 
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To apply the deferral, the following conditions must be observed simultaneously: 

 the leased property is located in state ownership or in the ownership 
of business entities, in the authorized funds of which more than 50 percent of the 
shares (stakes) are owned by the Republic of Belarus and (or) its administrative-
territorial units; 

 the lessee carries out activities that are included in the Special List of 
Types of Activities. These activities include retail trade, restaurants, tourism and 
hospitality, entertainment, etc. The right to deferment is also granted to 
organizations providing household services to the population. 

Rental moratorium 

 A moratorium on an increase in the base rental value and the amount 
of the rental payment applies to all tenants of state-owned real estate, regardless 
of the types of activity they carry out. 

Deferred payment 

 Private LEs and IEs were recommended to provide tenants, taking into 
account the volume of their revenue, a deferral of payment of rent, as well as 
reduce its size.  

As a compensatory measure for lessors who provide tenants with a lease delay, 
a change in the deadline for VAT payment on property lease is provided: for the  
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period from April to September 2020, the date of lease of property is considered 
December 31, 2020. 

 In this case, lessors will be able to apply the change in the deadline 
for VAT payment only on condition that the main type of activity of the tenant 
who is granted a deferment is included in the Special List of Types of Activities 
(with the exception of certain sections). 
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V.  INTERNATIONAL TRADE. CONTRACTS AND FORCE-MAJEUERE 

 

International trade 

 There are restrictions on the export of protective suits, respirators and 
glasses, medical gloves, masks, cotton, bandages, shoe covers and other medical 
goods from March 16, 2020 to June 1, 2020.  

 There is a temporary ban on the export from Belarus of buckwheat, 
onion sets, onions and garlic26; some medical supplies27. 

 Domestically, the above goods are sold and used freely, and may also 
be freely imported into Belarus. 

 Free transit is open only if the country of departure and the country 
of delivery are members of the EAEU. 

COVID-19 and force-majeure 

Under Belarusian legislation there is no list of force majeure circumstances 
(extraordinary or unavoidable circumstances under these conditions that make it 
impossible to properly perform contractual obligations). These circumstances may 
be determined by the parties in the contract. 

The obligation to prove the presence of force majeure rests with the party that 
has failed to perform or improperly performed its obligation under a particular 
contract. 
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Certifying force majeure circumstances 

 The BelCCI is authorized to certify force majeure circumstances in 
accordance with the terms of foreign trade transactions and international 
agreements of the Republic of Belarus28. 

 The BelCCI certifies the circumstances of irresistible force majeure 
only in respect of specific agreements (foreign economic contracts or contracts 
concluded between Belarusian enterprises). If a contract is concluded between 
Belarusian subjects, it should contain a condition that the BelCCI is entitled to 
certify the force majeure circumstances. 

The opinion of the BelCCI regarding the recognition of COVID-19 as force majeure 
in accordance with the letter dated March 26, 2020 is as follows: 

 COVID-19 or a related epidemic and pandemic do not qualify by 
themselves as force majeure circumstances; 

 restrictive and other measures aimed at preventing the spread of 
COVID-19 and its effects that have arisen after the conclusion of specific contracts 
may be qualified as such force majeure circumstances. 

Restrictive measures may include governmental and local government decisions, 
government regulations, including those aimed at limiting supply, the free 
movement of goods and labor, or closing borders. 

 Documents confirming the existence of force majeure circumstances 
that have arisen in the territory of foreign states are the force majeure certificates 
issued by organizations authorized in those States. 
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On April 24, 2020 the BelCCI has adopted the Procedure for certifying force 
majeure circumstances upon termination of a public procurement contract due to 
its non-fulfillment or improper fulfillment by a supplier, contractor or executor. 
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VI. OPERATION OF LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITIES 
AND JUDICIAL SYSTEM 

 

Judicial system 

 Hearings were not rescheduled and being held routinely. 

 Based on the recommendations of the MoH of the Republic of Belarus, 
the system of courts of general jurisdiction has adopted and is currently 
implementing a set of measures aimed at the prevention and reduction of the 
spread of COVID-19. Thus, public facilities in courts are provided with 
disinfectants; wet cleaning with disinfectants is organized on a regular basis; 
rooms, courtrooms, hallways and staircases are regularly aired; measures are 
taken to ensure the safe space between the parties during the trials29. 

 Matters of postponement and suspension of court proceedings are 
settled by judges on a case-by-case basis, that take into account the opinions of 
the parties and the circumstances of the case. 

 In-person reception of citizens has not been cancelled. 

 Some courts have imposed restrictions on the submission of 
documents personally by hands. 

Law enforcement and supervisory authorities 

 Law enforcement authorities assist in the detection of COVID-19 
contacts.  
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 The MoIA daily compiles a list of persons who entered the country 
during the previous day through international checkpoints, and then before 11.00 
sends information on their location or residence through the system of 
interdepartmental electronic document flow to the MoH. 

 MoIA officials monitor whether citizens observe the self-isolation rules. 

 The Public Prosecutor's Office, together with specialists from the 
Centre for Hygiene and Epidemiology, monitor the enforcement of legislation on 
sanitary and epidemiological well-being of the population. 

 Officers of the regional customs, SMVI and Transport Inspectorate of 
the MoT supervise whether the vehicle drivers follow the restrictions set by the 
Council of Ministers. This refers to restrictions regarding the list of republican 
highways, on which vehicles performing transit transports are obliged to pass, 
and where it is possible to stop (park) for drivers' rest and food, refuel vehicles, 
as well as those related to the time period during which such vehicles must leave 
the Republic of Belarus. 

 The MoTD recommends to submit tax returns and other documents 
related to taxation in electronic form, using the payer's personal account on the 
official website of the MoTD nalog.gov.by, as well as through the software product 
E-declaration. 

 Certain categories of IEs engaged in trade and public catering can be 
inspected within 2 years after their official registration30. 

 Supervising authorities monitor the public places in order to ensure 
the proper functioning of the ventilation, availability of antiseptics and compliance 
with other sanitary standards.  
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